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This monograph represents the summary and synthesis of GHC Conversation 2011—our third gathering of its kind. Fourteen social sector and philanthropy executives gathered on Hilton Head Island, South Carolina in late March 2011. We accepted as the platform for our thinking in 2011 the notion of learning from the future: the personal, organizational, community, and societal interrelationships that will most deeply shape the practice and promise of philanthropy in the year 2030. As in previous years, participants were asked in advance to write and submit an original essay on one aspect of what they believe we must learn from the future. Each essay coaxed the author out of his/her current "moment" and forced a short walk with uncertainty. This step was essential to moving participants away from techniques and models and more toward personal "openings."
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