
Affirmation of the Open Source 
Definition 
 

PALO ALTO, Calif. - Feb. 5, 2019 -- In 1799 the kilogram was defined as the mass of a litre of 
water. In 1889, metal cylinders of the precise identical mass were created as reference objects. 

In the hundreds of years since, the physical nature of the metal caused those cylinders no longer to 
reflect the identical mass as defined. In order to ensure the integrity of a vital unit of measurement, 
the kilogram was redefined as the same mass but simply expressed in terms of fundamental and 
invariable physical constants. 

Without this single, standard definition of this or other fundamental units, commerce as we know it 
would not be possible. There is no trust in a world where anyone can invent their own definition for 
units, items, and concepts on which others rely, and without trust there is no community, no 
collaboration, and no cultural or technological development. 

In exactly the same way, the term "open source software" was coined in 1998 as software that 
provides a set of precise freedoms and benefits, including but not limited to the freedoms to run, 
study, redistribute, and improve the software on which you rely . These benefits are codified in the 
Open Source Definition (OSD), which is based on the Debian Free Software Guidelines. The Open 
Source Initiative, its members, affiliates, and sponsors, promote and protect this fundamental 
definition through software license review and approval. 

Without this single, standard definition of "open source," software development as we know it would 
not be possible. There is no trust in a world where anyone can invent their own definition for open 
source, and without trust there is no community, no collaboration, and no innovation. 

Recently there have been efforts to undermine the integrity of open source by claiming there is no 
need for a single, authoritative definition. These efforts are motivated by the interests of a few rather 
than the benefit of all, and are at odds with the principles that have so demonstratively served us 
well in the past decades. If allowed to continue, these efforts will erode the trust of both users and 
contributors, and hinder the innovation that is enabled by open source software, just as surely as 
having multiple definitions of a kilogram would erode and undermine commerce. 

We, the undersigned, affirm our commitment to the Open Source Definition. We acknowledge its 
importance to the development of the software on which we rely to operate our businesses and 

https://opensource.org/osd
https://www.debian.org/social_contract


organisations. We pledge to guard and maintain the Open Source Definition and we recognize the 
Open Source Initiative as the steward of the Open Source Definition. 

Open Source Initiative, Board of Directors 

American International University West Africa, The Gambia 

Apereo Foundation 

Association Francophone des Utilisateurs de Logiciels Libres 

Associazione LibreItalia 

BigBlueButton, Inc. 

California Association of Voting Officials 

Creative Commons 

Debian Project 

DemocracyLab 

Drupal Association 

Eclipse Foundation 

Journal of Open Source Software 

Kaiyuanshe 

KDE e.V. 

Linux Australia, Inc. 

Linux Professional Institute 

http://www.aiu.edu.gm/
https://www.apereo.org/
https://aful.org/association
https://www.libreitalia.org/
https://bigbluebutton.org/2010/07/12/bigbluebutton-foundation/
http://www.cavo-us.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://www.debian.org/
https://www.democracylab.org/index/
https://www.drupal.org/association
https://www.eclipse.org/org/foundation/
https://joss.theoj.org/
http://www.kaiyuanshe.cn/
https://ev.kde.org/
https://linux.org.au/
https://www.lpi.org/


LinuxFest Northwest 

Mozilla Foundation 

New Zealand Open Source Society 

Odoo Community Association 

Open Source Matters, Inc. (Joomla) 

Open Source Sweden 

OpenProject GmbH 

OW2 Consortium 

Plone Foundation 

Powering Potential 

Puerto Rico Python Interest Group 

Python Software Foundation 

Rensselaer Center for Open Source 

Snowdrift.coop 

sysarmy 

The Document Foundation 

The Perl Foundation 

Tiki Wiki CMS Groupware 

TYPO3 Association 

https://linuxfestnorthwest.org/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/
https://nzoss.org.nz/
https://odoo-community.org/
https://www.opensourcematters.org/
http://opensourcesweden.org/
https://www.openproject.org/
https://www.ow2.org/
https://plone.org/foundation
http://www.poweringpotential.org/
https://www.facebook.com/prpython/?pageid=196033880447861&ftentidentifier=1841377672580132&padding=0
https://www.python.org/psf/
https://rcos.io/
https://snowdrift.coop/
https://www.sysarmy.com/
https://www.documentfoundation.org/
https://www.perlfoundation.org/
https://tiki.org/HomePage
https://typo3.org/project/association/


Xerte Project 

 

https://www.xerte.org.uk/index.php?lang=en

