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BY-NC-SA 4.0d2 BY-NC-SA 4.0d3 CC Comments 
[Note: Detailed explanations on the 4.0 wiki.] 

Creative Commons Corporation is not a law firm 
and does not provide legal services or advice.  
Distribution of this Public License does not 
create a lawyer-client or other relationship.  
Creative Commons provides this Public License 
and all related information on an “as-is” basis.  
Creative Commons makes no warranties 
regarding this Public License, any related 
information, or the Work (defined below), and 
disclaims liability for damages resulting from 
their use. 

[equivalent notice at end of license] 

Creative Commons Corporation (“Creative 
Commons”) is not a law firm and does not 
provide legal services or legal advice.  
Distribution of this Public License does not 
create a lawyer-client or other relationship.  
Creative Commons provides this Public License 
and all related information on an “as-is” basis.  
Creative Commons makes no warranties 
regarding this Public License or any material 
licensed under its terms or any related 
information, and disclaims all liability for 
damages resulting from their use. 
 
[Removed]  

Language slightly adjusted.  

 

Removed equivalent notice at end of license 
because unnecessary.  

 Using this Public License 
 
This Public License provides a standard set of 
terms and conditions that creators and other 
rights holders may use to share original works of 
authorship and other content and materials 
subject to Copyright and Similar Rights (defined 
below). 
 
Considerations for licensors: This irrevocable 
Public License is intended for use by those 
authorized to give the public permission to use 
material in ways otherwise restricted by 

Added “Using this Public License” section to 
point out important considerations for licensors 
before applying the license and for the public 
before using licensed material.   
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Copyright and Similar Rights.  Licensors should 
read and understand its terms and conditions 
before using it.  Licensors should also secure all 
rights necessary before applying this Public 
License to material, to enable its reuse by the 
public as intended.  Licensors should clearly 
mark any material not subject to this Public 
License, such as other CC-licensed material they 
have used or material used under an exception or 
limitation to Copyright and Similar Rights. More 
considerations for licensors.  
 
Considerations for the public:  By applying this 
Public License, a licensor grants the public 
permission to use the material licensed on 
specified terms and conditions when permission 
is required because of the licensor’s Copyright 
and Similar Rights.  If the licensor’s permission 
is not necessary for any reason, including 
because of any applicable exceptions and 
limitations to Copyright and Similar Rights, then 
that use is not regulated by this Public License.  
This Public License only licenses Copyright and 
Similar Rights that a licensor has authority to 
license.  Use of the material licensed here could 
be restricted for other reasons, including because 
others have copyright or other rights in the 
material.  More considerations for the public. 

Public License Public License   
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This document is a Creative Commons Public 
License (“Public License”), providing a standard 
set of terms and conditions that creators or other 
rights holders may use to share works with the 
public.  Capitalized terms have the meanings 
defined herein and below. 

[Moved] Information now conveyed in “Using this Public 
License” section. 

Licensor makes the Work available under this 
Public License.  This Public License grants You 
permission to use the Work in ways otherwise 
restricted by copyright or Copyright-like Rights.  
Because this Public License affects only rights 
held by Licensor, You may still need permission 
from others to use the Work as You intend.  
Additionally, You are responsible for complying 
with other laws that may apply to use of the 
Work, such as laws governing patents, 
trademarks, privacy, and publicity rights, data 
protection laws, and laws protecting against 
fraud, misrepresentation and similar. 

[Moved] Information now conveyed in “Using this Public 
License” section. 

By exercising any rights to the Work provided 
here, You accept and agree to be bound by the 
terms of this Public License.  To the extent this 
Public License may be considered a contract, 
Licensor grants You the rights under this Public 
License in consideration of acceptance of such 
terms and conditions by You. 

By exercising the Copyright and Similar Rights 
licensed here, You accept and agree to be bound 
by the terms and conditions of this Public 
License.  To the extent this Public License may 
be interpreted as a contract, You are granted the 
rights below in consideration of Your acceptance 
of these terms and conditions, and the Licensor 
grants You such rights in consideration of 
benefits the Licensor receives from making the 
Licensed Material available to the public under 

Language slightly adjusted to better account for 
jurisdictions in which CC licenses are interpreted 
as contracts.  
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these terms and conditions. 
Section 1 – Definitions. Section 1 – Definitions.  

1(a)  Adaptation means a work derived from or 
based upon the Work, in which the Work is 
translated, altered, modified or otherwise adapted 
in a manner that results in a new work subject to 
copyright or Copyright-like Rights. For purposes 
of this Public License, where the Work is a 
musical work, performance, or phonogram, the 
synchronization of the Work in timed-relation 
with a moving image is an Adaptation. 

1(b)  Adapted Material means material subject 
to Copyright and Similar Rights that is derived 
from or based upon the Licensed Material and in 
which the Licensed Material is translated, 
altered, arranged, transformed or otherwise 
modified in a manner requiring permission under 
the Copyright and Similar Rights licensed here.  
For purposes of this Public License, where the 
Licensed Material is a musical work, 
performance or sound recording, Adapted 
Material is produced when the Licensed Material 
is synched in timed-relation with a moving 
image.  In addition, if the Licensor has Sui 
Generis Database Rights that apply to You, if 
You extract all or a substantial portion of the 
contents of the database and include that content 
in a database in which You have Sui Generis 
Database Rights, then the database in which You 
have Sui Generis Database Rights (but not its 
contents) is Adapted Material. 

Language slightly adjusted in first two sentences 
for clarity and legal precision.  

 

Added third sentence defining Adapted Material 
in the context of Sui Generis Database Rights.  
See the Sui Generis Database Rights 4.0 wiki 
page for more information.  

 

1(b)  Adaptation License has the meaning set 
forth in Section 3(b)(1). 

 

1(a) Adaptation License has the meaning given 
in Section 3(b)(1). 

No change. 
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1(c)  Copyright-like Rights means those rights 
that neighbor or are similarly related to 
copyright, such as performance, broadcast, 
phonogram and database rights, without regard to 
how such rights are named, labeled or 
categorized. 

 

1(c) Copyright and Similar Rights means 
copyright and/or similar rights closely related to 
copyright including, without limitation, 
performance, broadcast, phonogram and Sui 
Generis Database Rights, without regard to how 
the rights are labeled or categorized.  For 
purposes of this Public License, the rights 
specified in Section 2(b)(1) and (2) are not 
Copyright and Similar Rights. 

Definition adjusted for clarity and legal 
precision. The scope of the license will be a 
focus of the upcoming public discussion period.  

Definition specifically excludes moral, publicity 
(and similar), patent and trademark rights, for 
purposes of the Public License. 

 

 1(d) Creative Commons Compatible License 
means a license listed at 
http://creativecommons.org/compatiblelicenses 
and approved by Creative Commons as 
essentially the equivalent of this Public License. 

This definition now proposed to be included in 
BY-NC-SA in addition to BY-SA.  Additionally, 
the definition has been shortened and the two 
minimum criteria removed. Both of these 
changes, inclusive of where criteria will be 
documented, will be fully vetted during the 
upcoming public discussion period.  

 1(e) Exceptions and Limitations means fair use, 
fair dealing and/or any other right, limitation or 
exception to Copyright and Similar Rights that 
applies to Your use of the Licensed Material.  

Definition inserted to help clearly communicate 
how the license operates in connection with 
exceptions and limitations.  

1(d)  License Elements means the following 
terms and conditions as indicated in the name of 
this Public License: Attribution, 
NonCommercial, ShareAlike. 

1(f) License Elements means the following 
conditions and limitations indicated in the name 
of this Public License: Attribution, 
NonCommercial, ShareAlike. 
 

Language slightly adjusted.  
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1(e)  Licensed Rights has the meaning set forth 
in Section 2(a). 

1(h) Licensed Rights means all Copyright and 
Similar Rights in the Licensed Material that 
apply to You and that the Licensor has authority 
to license under the terms and conditions of this 
Public License. 

Definition expanded to make clear that license 
only covers rights that apply to the licensee and 
rights held by licensor. Note this creates a default 
under which all rights the licensor has authority 
to license are deemed within the scope unless 
otherwise indicated.  

1(f)  Licensor means the individual or entity 
offering the Work under this Public License. 

1(i) Licensor means the individual or entity 
granting this Public License. 

Language slightly adjusted.  

1(g)  NonCommercial means not primarily 
intended for or directed towards commercial 
advantage or private monetary compensation.  
For purposes of this Public License, the 
exchange of the Work or an Adaptation for other 
works subject to copyright or Copyright-like 
Rights by digital file-sharing or similar means is 
NonCommercial provided there is no payment of 
monetary compensation in connection with the 
exchange. 

1(j) NonCommercial means not primarily 
intended for or directed towards commercial 
advantage or monetary compensation.  For 
purposes of this Public License, the exchange of 
the Licensed Material for other material subject 
to Copyright and Similar Rights by digital file-
sharing or similar means is NonCommercial 
provided there is no payment of monetary 
compensation in connection with the exchange. 

Same language except for removal of “private” 
in first sentence. Not intended to change meaning 
or scope.  

1(h)  Share means to communicate the original 
or copies of the Work or an Adaptation to the 
public by any means or process such as public 
display, performance or distribution, and by 
making available to the public in such a way that 
members of the public may access the Work or 
an Adaptation from a place and at a time 
individually chosen by them. 

1(k) Share means to distribute material to the 
public by any means or process such as public 
display, performance, dissemination or 
communication, and to make material available 
to the public including in ways that members of 
the public may access the material from a place 
and at a time individually chosen by them, in all 
cases only to the extent permission to do so is 
required under the Copyright and Similar Rights 

Language slightly adjusted in response to 
concerns raised in previous public comment 
period.  Still intended to embrace 3.0 concepts of 
Distribute and Publicly Perform, and is a trigger 
for the license conditions. 
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licensed here. 

1(i)  Work means the literary, artistic or other 
work, content, material or production subject to 
copyright or Copyright-like Rights and offered 
by Licensor under this Public License. 

1(g) Licensed Material means the artistic or 
literary work, production, database or other 
material to which the Licensor has applied this 
Public License. 

Changed terminology from “work” to account 
for expansion of scope to cover sui generis 
database rights. Also changed definition so that it 
refers to the entire object being licensed, not just 
the licensor’s rights in the object, which is 
separately defined. Licensors may still identify 
what “the Licensed Material” is, however, just as 
they may identify “the Work” in 3.0.  

1(j)  You means the individual or entity 
exercising the Licensed Rights under this Public 
License. 

1(m) You means the individual or entity 
exercising the Licensed Rights under this Public 
License.  Your has a corresponding meaning. 

No change, except defining “Your.”  

 1(l) Sui Generis Database Rights means rights 
other than copyright resulting from Directive 
96/9/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 11 March 1996 on the legal protection 
of databases, as amended and/or succeeded, as 
well as other essentially equivalent rights in other 
locations. 

Added definition for use in provisions that apply 
only when sui generis database rights are being 
licensed.  Scope includes parallel laws 
established outside of the European Union, such 
as Mexico and Korea. 

Section 2 – License. Section 2 – Scope.  

2(a) Grant. Subject to the terms and conditions of 
this Public License, Licensor hereby grants You 
a worldwide, royalty-free, non-sublicensable, 
non-exclusive license to: 

2(a) License grant. Subject to the terms and 
conditions of this Public License, the Licensor 
hereby grants You a worldwide, royalty-free, 
non-sublicensable, non-exclusive license to 

No change.  
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2(a)(1) reproduce, distribute, perform, display, 
communicate and Share the Work for 
NonCommercial purposes, and 

[from 2a]…to exercise the Licensed Rights in the 
Licensed Material for NonCommercial purposes 
only, including *to reproduce and Share the 
Licensed Material… 

Language slightly adjusted. Not intended to 
reduce or change scope of license grant.   

2(a)(2) create, reproduce, distribute, perform, 
display, communicate and Share Adaptations for 
NonCommercial purposes, 

[from 2a]…*to produce, reproduce and Share 
Adapted Material 

 

Language slightly adjusted. Not intended to 
reduce or change scope of license grant.   

 [from 2a]…* where the Licensed Rights include 
Sui Generis Database Rights, to use and Share all 
or a substantial portion of the contents of the 
database. 

Inserted to avoid uncertainty about permissions 
being granted relating to sui generis database 
rights.  

[From 2(a)]…but only to the extent Licensor can 
grant such permission and the use is otherwise 
restricted by copyright or Copyright-like Rights 
(collectively, the “Licensed Rights”). 

[Moved] Concept incorporated in Licensed Rights 
definition instead of license grant.  

For the avoidance of doubt: [Removed]  Removed because not every provision below this 
header is actually “for the avoidance of doubt.”  

2(a)(A)  Any and all rights You have under fair 
use, fair dealing or any other applicable 
limitation or exception to copyright or 
Copyright-like Rights are unaffected by this 
Public License. 

2(a)(1) Exceptions and Limitations.  Where any 
Exception or Limitation applies to Your use of 
the Licensed Material, this Public License does 
not apply and You do not need to comply with its 
terms and conditions. 

Language adjusted to make it more direct.  

2(a)(B)  The license granted above is irrevocable 
for the term of this Public License as specified in 
Section 5. 

2(a)(2) Term.  This Public License applies for the 
term specified in Section 5. 

Language slightly adjusted.  Removal of 
irrevocable as unnecessary (not in 3.0). 
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2(a)(C)  Every recipient of the Work or an 
Adaptation from You automatically receives a 
license from Licensor to use the Work under the 
terms and conditions of this Public License. 

2(a)(4) No additional or different terms; no 
sublicensing.  Every recipient of the Licensed 
Material or Adapted Material automatically 
receives an offer from the Licensor to exercise 
the Licensed Rights under the terms and 
conditions of this Public License. 

Language slightly adjusted to incorporate new 
defined terms and concept of “offer,” which is 
important in some jurisdictions and is the same 
language used in 3.0, Section 8(a).  

2(b) Other rights. 2(b) Other rights.  

2(b)(1)  Moral rights are unaffected by this 
Public License.  Notwithstanding, where the 
exercise of the Licensed Rights by You would 
violate moral rights held by Licensor, then 
Licensor waives or agrees not to assert such 
rights to the fullest extent permitted for the sole 
purpose of allowing You to exercise the Licensed 
Rights, but not otherwise. 

2(b)(1) Moral rights and publicity, privacy and 
other similar personality rights are not licensed 
under this Public License; however, to the extent 
possible, the Licensor waives or agrees not to 
assert any such rights held by the Licensor to the 
limited extent necessary to allow You to exercise 
the Licensed Rights, but not otherwise. 

Publicity, privacy and personality rights inserted 
to be treated like moral rights held by licensors.  

Also, language slightly adjusted for clarity and 
legal precision.     

2(b)(2)  Other rights may apply to the Work that 
are not licensed under this Public License but 
may be needed for You to use the Work as 
intended.  Those rights include any patent, 
trademark, privacy, and publicity rights held by 
Licensor, and any rights held by third parties 
(including moral rights where Licensor is not the 
holder of those rights). 

2(b)(2) Patent and trademark rights are not 
licensed under this Public License.  

Shortened. Other concepts included in “Using 
this Public License” section instead of license 
text because they are explanatory only.   
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2(b)(3)  To the extent possible, Licensor waives 
the right to collect royalties from You for the 
exercise of the Licensed Rights, both 
individually and through any voluntary 
collecting society or any statutory or compulsory 
licensing scheme. 

2(b)(3)  To the extent possible, the Licensor 
waives the right to collect royalties from You for 
the exercise of the Licensed Rights, whether 
directly or through a collecting society under any 
voluntary or waivable statutory or compulsory 
licensing scheme.  In all other cases the Licensor 
expressly reserves the right to collect such 
royalties, including when the Licensed Material 
is used other than for NonCommercial purposes. 

Language adjusted slightly to accommodate 
collecting societies consulted (to ensure 
provision remains equivalent of more 
complicated provisions in 3.0). No intended 
change in legal meaning.  

2(b)(4)  You may exercise the Licensed Rights in 
all media and formats whether now known or 
hereafter created.  You have the right to make 
modifications technically necessary to exercise 
the Licensed Rights in all media and formats. 

2(a)(3) Media and formats; technical 
modifications allowed.  The Licensor authorizes 
You to exercise the Licensed Rights in all media 
and formats whether now known or hereafter 
created, and to make technical modifications 
necessary to do so.  The Licensor waives or 
agrees not to assert any right or authority to 
forbid You from making technical modifications 
necessary to exercise the Licensed Rights, 
including technical modifications necessary to 
circumvent effective technological measures 
applied by the Licensor. For purposes of this 
Public License, making modifications authorized 
by this Section 2(a)(3) does not produce Adapted 
Material.  

Language changed to make authorizations more 
explicit.  

 

Added permission from licensor to circumvent 
TPMs applied by the licensor, an outgrowth of 
the draft 2 discussion.  Not a guarantee that 
breaking DRM is safe or legal, but as between 
licensor and licensee this clause is intended to 
have some legal effect. 

 

Made explicit that modifications made under this 
section do not constitute adaptations for purposes 
of ShareAlike or NoDerivatives.   
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2(b)(5)  For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in 
this Public License constitutes or may be 
construed as permission to assert or imply that 
You are, or that any use by You of the Work or 
an Adaptation is, connected with, or sponsored, 
endorsed or granted official status by, Licensor. 

 

2(a)(5)  No endorsement.  Nothing in this Public 
License constitutes or may be construed as 
permission to assert or imply that You are, or 
that Your use of the Licensed Material is, 
connected with, or sponsored, endorsed or 
granted official status by, the Licensor or others 
designated to receive attribution as provided in 
Section 3(a)(1)(A). 

Added reference to attribution parties.   

Section 3 – License Conditions Section 3 – License Conditions.  

The Licensed Rights are expressly made subject 
to and limited by the following conditions:  

Your exercise of the Licensed Rights is expressly 
made subject to the following conditions. 

Language slightly adjusted.  

3(a) Attribution 

If You Share the Work or an Adaptation, You 
must: 

 

3(a) Attribution 

If You Share the Licensed Material (in 
unmodified, excerpted or other form) or Adapted 
Material, You must: 

Added clarification that attribution may be 
required when less than all of the licensed 
material is shared.  This was implied but not 
specified in v.3.  

3(a)(1)(A)  identify the author(s) of the Work as 
well as other parties designated by Licensor to 
receive attribution in the manner designated by 
Licensor, 

3(a)(1)(A) identify the creator(s) of the Licensed 
Material and others designated by the Licensor to 
receive attribution, in any reasonable manner 
requested by the Licensor (including by 
pseudonym or trademark if designated); 

Changed terminology to better account for 
database makers (“creators”) and specified that 
licensor requirements must be reasonable. Also 
added two examples of the ways in which 
licensors may request to be attributed.    

 3(a)(1)(B) retain a copyright notice if supplied by 
the Licensor with the Licensed Material; 

Reinserted requirement because it is rarely 
burdensome and often important and good for 
the copyright ecosystem. 
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3(a)(1)(B)  specify where the Work may be 
accessed, and include a URI or hyperlink to the 
Work if reasonably practicable, 

[Removed in part, moved in part]  Removed requirement except in the case where 
the material has been modified, in which case it 
triggers Section 3(a)(1)(D) below.  

3(a)(1)(C)  retain any notice of disclaimers or 
warranties included with the Work by Licensor, 
and 

3(a)(1)(C)  retain a notice containing customized 
disclaimers or limitations of liability, or an 
undertaking of warranties, if supplied by the 
Licensor with the Licensed Material; 

Narrowed requirement to customized notices 
only. 

3(a)(1)(D)  indicate that the Work is available 
under this Public License, and include the URI or 
hyperlink to this Public License. 

3(a)(1)(E)  indicate the Licensed Material is 
licensed under this Public License, and include 
the text of, or the URI or hyperlink to, this Public 
License. 

Language slightly adjusted to use new defined 
terms and to allow inclusion of license text.  

3(a)(2)  In addition to the above, if You Share an 
Adaptation, You must indicate that changes were 
made to the Work and that the Work was used in 
the Adaptation. 

3(a)(1)(D) indicate if You have modified the 
Licensed Material and if so supply a URI or 
hyperlink to the Licensed Material in unmodified 
form if reasonably practicable; 

Expanded marking requirement to all 
modifications, not just those creating Adapted 
Material. This is now the only circumstance in 
which a link to the unmodified licensed material 
is required. This will be a focus of the upcoming 
public discussion period.   

3(a)(3)  You may satisfy the conditions in (1) and 
(2) above in any reasonable manner based on the 
medium, means and context in which the Work 
or Adaptation is used. 

3(a)(2)  You may satisfy the conditions in (1) 
above in any reasonable manner based on the 
medium, means and context in which the 
Licensed Material or Adapted Material is Shared. 

  Language adjusted to use new defined terms.   

[From 3(a)(3)]… For example, it may be 
reasonable to satisfy some or all of the conditions 
by retaining copyright notices for the Work, or 
by providing a URI or hyperlink associated with 
the Work, if the copyright notice or webpage 
includes some or all of the required information. 

[From 3(a)(2)] … For example, it may be 
reasonable to satisfy some or all of the conditions 
by providing a URI or hyperlink to a resource 
that includes some or all of the required 
information. 

  Narrowed now that a copyright notice must be 
retained if supplied. Not intended to reduce or 
limit what could be considered reasonable.  
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 [From 3(a)(1)]… 
For the avoidance of doubt, where the Licensor 
has Sui Generis Database Rights that apply to 
You, You must comply with the above 
conditions if You Share all or a substantial 
portion of the contents of the database. 

Added for clarity.  Note that this is the case even 
when Adapted Material is not produced in the 
context of sui generis database rights; attribution 
still follows the contents extracted and reused 
when Shared. 

3(a)(4)  For the avoidance of doubt, the 
conditions contained in this Section 3(a) do not 
give You permission to assert or imply any 
connection with, sponsorship, endorsement or 
official status granted by Licensor as stated in 
Section 2(b)(5).   

[Removed]  Second reference to non-endorsement removed 
because unnecessary.  



BY-NC-SA 4.0d2 BY-NC-SA 4.0d3 CC Comments 
[Note: Detailed explanations on the 4.0 wiki.] 

[From 3(a)(4)]… 

You must, to the extent reasonably practicable, 
remove the information in (a)(1)(A) above if 
requested by Licensor. 

3(a)(3)  If requested by the Licensor, You must, 
to the extent reasonably practicable, remove any 
of the information required by Section 3(a)(1)(A-
C). 

Expanded to require removal of copyright notice 
and customized notices when requested by 
licensors.  

3(a)(5)  You may not offer or impose any 
additional or different terms on the Work.  You 
may not restrict the ability of a recipient of the 
Work from You to exercise the rights granted to 
that recipient by the terms of this Public License, 
including through the imposition of any effective 
technological measures. 

[From 2(a)(4)]..  You may not offer or impose 
any additional or different terms or conditions 
on, or apply any effective technological measures 
to, the Licensed Material or Adapted Material1 
that prevent any such recipient from exercising 
the Licensed Rights. 

Simplified while retaining same substance. 
Moved out of attribution section and included as 
a limitation on the license grant.  

 In BY and BY-NC only: 

[From Section 2(a)(4)] In addition to the 
conditions above, if You Share Adapted 
Material, You may only license Your Copyright 
and Similar Rights in Your contributions to the 
Adapted Material on terms and conditions that 

Added to give certainty about how adaptations 
may be licensed outside of the ShareAlike 
context. This will be a focus of the upcoming 
public discussion period.  
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allow users of the Adapted Material to 
simultaneously satisfy those terms and conditions 
and this Public License.  For the avoidance of 
doubt, this Public License continues to apply to 
the Licensor’s Copyright and Similar Rights in 
Adapted Material as provided in Section 2(a)(4). 

3(b) ShareAlike.  If You Share an Adaptation: 

(1)  You must release the Adaptation under one 
of the following: 

(A)  this Public License, 

(B)  a later version of this Public License 
containing the same License Elements, [or 

(C)  a Creative Commons ported license (either 
this or a later license version) containing the 
same License Elements as this Public License] 

(whichever license is chosen is the “Adaptation 
License”). 

3(b) ShareAlike.  In addition to the conditions in 
Section 3(a), above, if You Share Adapted 
Material, the following conditions also apply. 

3(b)(1) You may only license Your Copyright 
and Similar Rights in Your contributions to the 
Adapted Material under a Creative Commons 
license, this version or later, with the same 
License Elements, or under a Creative Commons 
Compatible License (whichever license selected 
is the “Adaptation License”). For the avoidance 
of doubt, this Public License continues to apply 
to the Licensor’s Copyright and Similar Rights in 
Adapted Material as provided in Section 2(a)(4). 

Adjusted language for clarity about what rights 
are being licensed under ShareAlike and what 
rights remain subject to the original license.  

 

As noted above, added compatibility mechanism 
for BY-NC-SA. This will be a focus of the 
upcoming public discussion period.   

3(b)(2)  You must include a copy of, or the URI 
for or a hyperlink to, the Adaptation License. 

3(b)(2)  You must include the text of, or the URI 
or hyperlink to, the Adaptation License.  You 
may satisfy this condition in any reasonable 
manner based on the medium, means and context 
in which You Share the Adapted Material. 
 

Changed language to allow inclusion of license 
text. Made requirement subject to reasonableness 
standard.  
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3(b)(3)  You may not offer or impose any 
additional or different terms on the Adaptation.  
You may not restrict the ability of a recipient of 
an Adaptation from You to exercise the rights 
granted to that recipient by the terms of the 
Adaptation License, including through the 
imposition of any effective technological 
measures. 

3(b)(3)  You may not offer or impose any 
additional or different terms or conditions on, or 
apply any effective technological measures to, 
the Adapted Material that restrict the exercise of 
the rights granted under the Adaptation License. 

Simplified while retaining same substance. 

3(b)(4)  For the avoidance of doubt, the 
conditions set forth in this Section 3(b) apply to 
the Adaptation only. 

[Removed]  Removed because unnecessary in light of other 
changes in ShareAlike section noted above.  

Section 4 – Disclaimer and Limitation on 
Liability. 

Section 4 – Disclaimer of Warranties and 
Limitation on Liability. 

 

To the greatest extent possible, Licensor offers 
the Work as-is and makes no representations or 
warranties of any kind concerning the Work, 
express, implied, statutory or otherwise; 
including, without limitation, warranties of title, 
merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, 
non infringement, the absence of latent or other 
defects, accuracy, or the presence or absence of 
errors, whether or not known or discoverable. 

4(a)  To the extent possible, the Licensor 
offers the Licensed Material as-is and as-
available, and makes no representations or 
warranties of any kind concerning the 
Licensed Material, express, implied, statutory 
or otherwise.  This includes, without 
limitation, warranties of title, merchantability, 
fitness for a particular purpose, non 
infringement, absence of latent or other 
defects, accuracy or the presence or absence 
of errors, whether or not known or 
discoverable.  Where disclaimers of 
warranties are not allowed in full or in part, 
this disclaimer may not apply to You. 

Language adjusted to alert licensees that the 
disclaimer may not be applicable to them, as is 
the case in several jurisdictions.  This had been 
provided in 3.0, but removed in draft 1 and 2 of 
4.0. 
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 4(b) To the extent possible, in no event will the 
Licensor be liable to You on any legal theory 
or otherwise for any special, indirect, 
incidental, consequential, punitive or 
exemplary damages arising out of this Public 
License or use of the Licensed Material, even 
if the Licensor has been advised of the 
possibility of such damages.  Where 
limitations of liability are not allowed in full 
or in part, this limitation may not apply to 
You. 

Reinserted from v.3. Included language to alert 
licensees that the limitation may not be 
applicable to them. 

 4(c)  This Section 4 applies unless the Licensor 
indicates otherwise in a notice supplied with the 
Licensed Material as contemplated by Section 
3(a)(1)(C). 

Added mechanism to allow licensees to 
customize this section of the license.  

Section 5 – Term and Termination. Section 5 – Term and Termination.  

5(a) This Public License is perpetual for the 
duration of the term of the underlying copyright 
or Copyright-like Rights licensed by Licensor.  If 
You fail to comply with any condition of this 
Public License, this Public License terminates 
automatically, and You must obtain express 
approval from Licensor to use the Work 
thereafter. 

5(a)  This Public License applies for the term of 
the underlying Copyright and Similar Rights 
licensed here.  However, if You fail to comply 
with this Public License, then this Public License 
terminates automatically as to You, and You are 
no longer permitted to exercise the Licensed 
Rights under this Public License. 
 
(b) Notwithstanding the above, Your right to use 
the Licensed Material under this Public License 
reinstates automatically: 

 
(1) as of the date the violation is cured, 

Language slightly adjusted.  

Added opportunity for licensees to have rights 
reinstated automatically. This will be a focus of 
the upcoming public discussion period.  
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provided it is cured within 30 days of Your 
discovery of the violation; or 
 
(2) upon express reinstatement by the Licensor. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, this Section 5(b) 
does not affect any rights the Licensor may have 
to seek remedies for violations of this Public 
License by You. 
 

5(b)  For the avoidance of doubt: 

(1)  upon termination of this Public License for 
failure by You to comply with any of its 
conditions, this Public License remains in full 
force and effect for third parties who received the 
Work or an Adaptation from You so long as they 
remain in compliance; and 

[Removed]  Removed because unnecessary and potentially 
confusing as seemingly in conflict with no 
sublicensing prohibition.  

5(b)(2) Licensor may release the Work under 
different licensing terms or stop distributing the 
Work at anytime; however, doing so will not 
terminate this Public License. 

5(c)  For the avoidance of doubt, the Licensor 
may license the Licensed Material under separate 
terms or conditions or stop distributing the 
Licensed Material at any time; however, doing so 
will not terminate this Public License. 

Language slightly adjusted.  

5(c)  Sections 1, 4, 5, and 7 survive termination 
of this Public License. 

5(d)  Sections 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7 survive termination 
of this Public License. 

No change.  

Section 6 – Other Terms. Section 6 – Other Terms and Conditions.   



BY-NC-SA 4.0d2 BY-NC-SA 4.0d3 CC Comments 
[Note: Detailed explanations on the 4.0 wiki.] 

6(a) Licensor shall not be bound by any 
additional or different terms communicated by 
You. 

6(a) By You.  The Licensor shall not be bound 
by any additional or different terms 
communicated by You unless expressly agreed to 
by the Licensor. 

Language slightly adjusted to account for 
situations in which the licensor expressly agrees 
to different terms with a particular licensee.  

6(b) Licensor may supplement the terms of this 
Public License to disclaim or offer warranties or 
to limit liabilities different from Section 4 by 
including such terms in a notice as referenced in 
Section 3(a)(1)(C). For the avoidance of doubt, 
Licensor may offer additional permissions to any 
recipient of the Work, or release the Work under 
different licensing terms as stated in Section 
5(b)(2). 

6(b) By the Licensor.  The Licensor may 
supplement the terms of this Public License in 
the following respects only: 
 
(1) to disclaim warranties or limit liabilities 
differently from Section 4 or to undertake 
warranties, in any such case by indicating that in 
a notice supplied with the Licensed Material as 
contemplated by Section 3(a)(1)(C); 
 
(2) to offer additional permissions not granted 
under this Public License; or 
 
(3) to waive conditions of this Public License. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, the Licensor may 
license the Licensed Material under separate 
terms or conditions as provided in Section 5(c). 

Headings inserted and language adjusted for 
clarity.  

6(c) Except as set forth in this Public License 
(including any provision permitted by Section 
6(b)), there are no other understandings or 
agreements concerning use of this Work that 
form part of this Public License.  Any other such 
understandings or agreements are separate and 
independent of the terms and conditions of this 

6(c)  Otherwise.  Except to the extent permitted 
by Section 6(b), any additional arrangements, 
understandings or agreements concerning use of 
the Licensed Material are separate from and 
independent of the terms and conditions of this 
Public License. 

Language adjusted for clarity and legal precision.  

Removed provision about license terms 
controlling where there is a conflict.  
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Public License, and in the event any such 
understandings or agreements conflict with the 
terms of this Public License, the terms of this 
Public License control. 

Section 7 – Interpretation Section 7 – Interpretation.   

 7(a)  Interpretation of this Public License shall be 
made with reference to Copyright and Similar 
Rights in effect where You use the Licensed 
Material unless applicable international law 
provides otherwise.  For the avoidance of doubt, 
this Public License does not, and shall not be 
interpreted to, reduce, limit, restrict or impose 
conditions on any use of the Licensed Material 
that would otherwise be free of restrictions or 
conditions. 

First sentence added to articulate standard 
interpretation rule in the absence of a 
determination that another applicable rule of 
international law ought to apply given 
circumstances.  Second sentence makes clear that 
the license should never be interpreted to erode 
or override exceptions and limitations. This will 
be a focus of the upcoming public discussion 
period.  

7(a) If any provision of this Public License is 
deemed invalid or unenforceable, it will not 
affect the validity or enforceability of the 
remaining terms, and any such provision shall be 
automatically reformed to the minimum extent 
necessary to make such provision valid and 
enforceable. 

7(b)  If any provision of this Public License is 
deemed invalid or unenforceable, it shall be 
automatically reformed to the minimum extent 
necessary to make it valid and enforceable.  If 
the provision cannot be reformed, it shall be 
severed from this Public License without 
affecting the validity or enforceability of the 
remaining terms. 

Language slightly adjusted.  

7(b) No term or provision of this Public License 
will be waived and no failure to comply 
consented to unless the waiver or consent is 
expressly agreed to by Licensor 

7(c)  No term or condition of this Public License 
will be waived and no failure to comply 
consented to unless expressly agreed to by the 
Licensor. 

Language slightly adjusted. 
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7(c) Nothing in this Public License constitutes or 
may be interpreted as a limitation upon or waiver 
of any privileges and immunities that may apply 
to Licensor or You, including from the legal 
processes of any jurisdiction or authority. 

7(d)  Nothing in this Public License constitutes 
or may be interpreted as a limitation upon or 
waiver of any privileges and immunities that may 
apply to the Licensor or You, including from the 
legal processes of any jurisdiction or authority 

No change.  

Notice [Removed]   

Creative Commons is not a party to this Public 
License.  Notwithstanding, Creative Commons 
may elect to apply this Public License to 
materials it publishes and in those instances will 
be considered “Licensor” for purposes of this 
Public License. 

Creative Commons is not party to this Public 
License.  Notwithstanding, Creative Commons 
may elect to apply this Public License to 
materials it publishes and in those instances 
will be considered the “Licensor” for purposes 
of this Public License.   

No change. 

Except for the limited purpose of indicating to 
the public that the Work is licensed under this 
Public License or as otherwise permitted by the 
Creative Commons trademark policy published 
at http://creativecommons.org/policies, Creative 
Commons does not authorize the use by either 
party of the trademark “Creative Commons” or 
any other trademark or logo of Creative 
Commons without its prior written consent 
including, without limitation, in connection with 
any modifications to this Public License or other 
understandings or agreements concerning use of 
the Work.  For the avoidance of doubt, this 
trademark restriction does not form part of this 
Public License. 

Except for the limited purpose of indicating to 
the public that the Licensed Material is shared 
under this Public License or as otherwise 
permitted by the Creative Commons policies 
published at 
http://creativecommons.org/policies, Creative 
Commons does not authorize the use of the 
trademark “Creative Commons” or any other 
trademark or logo of Creative Commons 
without its prior written consent including, 
without limitation, in connection with any 
modifications to this Public License or any 
other arrangements, understandings or 
agreements concerning use of the Licensed 
Material.  For the avoidance of doubt, this 
paragraph does not form part of this Public 

Language slightly adjusted.  
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License. 

Creative Commons may be contacted at 
http://creativecommons.org/. 

Creative Commons may be contacted at 
http://creativecommons.org/. 

No change. 

 


